Dale Clark’s presentation on ancestor Deacon George Clark at the Clark Family Reunion in Farmington, Utah, June 16, 2007

The Revolution Transfers from England to America


On a summer day in the year 1637 a ship named “The Hector” sailed into Boston harbor carrying English protestors against England.   Aboard this ship was a young carpenter who believed that he was following the precepts of another carpenter, the one from ancient Palestine. He was a political activist and his ambition was to help change the world.

His name was George Clark and he is our ancestor. 


George Clark was a religious youth and he must have felt blessed as the ship sailed away from the English harbor.  This young man was driven, he felt it his duty to launch activities to help change the political system, and this he did.


  As a young escapee, carpenter George Clark, could breathe a sigh of relief when he was clear of British controlled water.  Many activist leaders in a movement against a tyrannical king had been hauled off of ships bound for America.  


It was a fortunate time for this young carpenter to be leaving England. The king’s police were arresting members of the Protestant opposition and punishment was severe.  Dissidents had been hanged and their bodies were left dangling from London Bridge. They were visible warnings that the king’s decrees must be obeyed.  


This young refugee had been a carpenter employed in the building of one of England’s greatest construction projects, the great cathedral erected by royal decree under the direction of Sir Christopher Wren.  The life of this young activist was in danger and he decided that he would run away so that he could fight another day.  He was destined, he and his posterity, to be leaders in a never ending fight for freedom that would extend for many decades—and hopefully, involve his descendents.



When the ship Hector pulled along side the wharf in Boston, the young carpenter hit the ground running—running toward his objective of helping found a republic based on the bible, rather than on the king’s decrees.  The list of his accomplishments is monumental.  
 

Let us review some of these revolutionary actions. In 1639, George Clark joined the congregation of Peter Prudden and helped establish a new colony at Milford, Conn. 

 First, they flouted the principle of kingship and declared Milford to be an independent republic.  This was in fact a Declaration of Independence.   

 Second, they rejected the authority of the King of England and proclaimed God as their ruler.  

Third, as their constitution they named the bible.  

Fourth, they declared the father of a family to be the head of the family, not the king.  

Fifth, they exalted parenthood and family by denying the king the prerogative of determining the distribution of family holdings within the family.  They attacked the principle of primogenitor, which provided that the first-born son would inherit the family property. This was a foundation upon which inequities and injustice were perpetuated.

But perhaps the most audacious act was committed when the Clarks took the king to court.  Deacon George Clark had flaunted the king’s rule and had distributed his property according to the biblical law of Leviticus.  This meant that the oldest child would have a double portion. Other children would receive equal shares of the family estate.  It was a giant step toward democracy.


The Clarks entered the lawsuit against the king and it was tried in Parliament in a 40-year process that ended just before the Revolutionary War.  In the end, it was settled in favor of the Clarks.

Deacon George died in 1690 before the case was settled but his family carried it on and it became a milepost it the upward march of freedom.  One of his progeny, Abraham Clark, was a signer of the Declaration of Independence, thus completing the crusade Deacon George Clark had started. 

End note: The paragraph above was dictated by Dale and hand-written at the end of his typed speech. At the podium, he briefly struggled to decipher the sloppy handwriting, then in characteristic quick wit ad-libbed: 

“Some of the Clarks have terrible handwriting. But I’m sure this ending is good. And so was Deacon George.” 
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