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Brother Clark, thank you for the invitation to be here today.

You all are descendants of a wonderful man, Ezra Thompson Clark. 

I’m sure that most of us are aware that a meeting was held after the martyrdom of the Prophet Joseph Smith, when Sidney Rigdon contended with Brigham Young for the leadership of the Church. It was at this meeting that Brigham Young was seen by many as having the gestures, the attributes, the voice and the spirit of the martyred Prophet, which led to Brigham Young being recognized as the rightful successor to Joseph. 

Ezra Clark and his wife were present at the meeting. In Annie Clark Tanner’s biography of her father, she stated that not only did Ezra T. Clark often refer to the spirit of that meeting, she also stated that the Saints knew that a very important question was always uppermost in the mind of Brigham Young as he led the Saints. As he thought of Joseph, that question was “What would he have us do?”

I would like to take that question as my theme today.

As we think of our progenitors and specifically of Ezra T. Clark, we could ask ourselves, “What would he have us do?”  Might I be so presumptuous as to suggest some things? I think if he was here today, he might suggest some things we might consider.

1.
Be faithful to the principles and ordinances of the gospel. Ezra T. Clark remained faithful throughout his life to those principles and to the covenants he made early in his life. He was promised he would not want for material things, and such was the case. He provided well for his family. He was willing, even eager, to provide support for leaders of the Church, often even before they asked. Make sure you are obedient to true principles, for, as he was known to say, “Every blessing is predicated upon the observance of law.”

2.
He might say to his descendants, “Take time to get to know me and to love me, for I truly love all of you.” If you haven’t studied his life and gotten to know him, take time to do so. Learn of his trials and how he handled them. Learn of the way he treated others and pattern your life from his example. 

3.
He might suggest that it is important to keep a record of your own life. Keep a journal which tells of your personal experiences and feelings. Journals are an important part of remembering the blessings we receive, the challenges we meet, the successes we achieve, and the lessons learned in life. They don ‘t have to be kept on a daily basis nor in great detail, but it is good to get in the habit of reviewing our directions in life regularly and recording something of what has happened to you and what we have learned from those experiences.  Summarize those experiences in a personal history. Our own descendants may not want to read several volumes of our journals, but they may be willing to read a summary of our life in the form of a short biography of our life.

4.
Attend to your own temple ordinances, and attend the temple often in behalf of others. Your organization, originally established by your great progenitor,  does much in identifying, linking, and performing temple ordinances in behalf of the ancestors of Ezra T. Clark. But for those of you who have married into the family, are there family members for whom these services could be performed? And are you keeping your descendants close to the Church and helping them see the importance of temple work?

5.
Extend the hand of fellowship and love to all mankind, and especially to family members, regardless of their religious affiliation. Ezra T. Clark served five proselyting missions and assisted in many other ways to extend the blessings of the gospel to others. Is there more that his living descendants could do to further this work?

6.
Keep priorities straight, or as Ezra T. Clark would have said, “Don’t walk over the dollar to pick up the dimes.”

We live in a marvelous and yet perilous time. 

1.
The poorest of us have blessings only dreamed of by our ancestors. Nothing helps us gain an appreciation for what we have than to study the lives of our ancestors to find what they did with the limited resources they had.

2.
We live in a world of abundant information, almost too much so. We are bombarded on every side with data, much of it of limited use and of questionable quality. We have access to records, even digital images of those records, which we unavailable to us only a few short years ago. And more is becoming available daily.

We have opportunities to learn about research and records and procedures unheard of even a decade ago. Tools are available at FamilySearch.org, the Church’s family history web site, to help us learn these things. Help is available from family history consultants in your local area and at Family History Centers throughout the world.

3.
We live in a world of the abundance of a lot of other things, too – worldly goods, large homes, big cars, lots of toys such as boats, motor homes, ATVs, cabins, and the like. Those things are nice, and they are all right, if they are used in the proper way. As Ezra T. Clark said in his parting instructions to his family, it is better to esteem honor, virtue, and fidelity to the Church of Christ over money or the things of this world. Be aware of where your heart is, for that is where your treasure is also.

4.
We have technology that can bring blessings or a curse upon us. For example, the two leading uses of the internet today are family history and pornography, two polar opposites in the plan of salvation. One builds eternal families, while the other will tear apart families faster than almost anything else that can be imagined, unless it is the use of illicit drugs.

5.
We also live in a world of instant gratification. If we can’t find answers immediately, or have our needs met instantly, we move on to something else that provides that instant gratification. Our children and grandchildren often would rather play video games or watch a VCR than they would learn about us and our values. And sometimes we are guilty of encouraging that behavior so we can do whatever we desire to do without being interrupted. Oh, I know I’m being hard on us, and I’m sure you folks here today are the exception, but society today is plagued with this problem. In Ezra T. Clark’s final instructions to his family, he charged the mothers in this family to teach their children obedience and to enjoy activity in the Church and that if they would do so, they would “bring forth sons and daughters to bear off this work, and it shall be a great honor to them and the family at large, and they will live long upon the earth to inherit it, and no power shall stay its hand against them.”

There is great value in being involved in family history and temple work. Learning about our ancestors helps us learn who we really are and what traits we have inherited. Family history teaches us discipline, patience, and love of family. Get involved in it, and just “do it.”

In closing, may I again suggest a few things you might do?

1.
Teach your children about your values and how you came to acquire those values. Tell your own stories in the journal you keep and the personal history you write. If the stories of your parents and grandparents haven’t yet been preserved, tell their stories and preserve those stories for future generations.

2.
Seek out the history of your ancestors and preserve their stories, too.

3.
Identify, link and perform temple ordinances for your own family and the families of your ancestors. If you think it has all been done, I suggest to you that often, individuals in ancestral families may have been missed or an ancestral line may have been neglected.

4.
Teach your children and grandchildren the importance of the temple. Provide them with an example by going to the temple often. Teach them to love the temple. And when they are old enough, encourage them to go as often as possible to perform temple ordinances for those who have not had that opportunity in mortal life.

I know your great progenitor, Ezra T. Clark, loves you. He wants only the best for you. He is doing all in his power to stand by you and to assist you from his present place in the eternal world. You must want his help and seek to be worthy of it. The Savior loves you, and he loves me and he loves all of his children. He wants us all to have everything He has, but we must want it, work for it, and be worthy of it. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

